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mants of their time, they are part of living history

ychrare irreplaceable and valuable. While we

have an obligation to consarve histary, this does not

have to bo backwards-looking. a degmatic preservatiorn

rom the here and now. Instead we

ned to intagrate s buildings into the fulure. Fora
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surroundings, or ing a stimulating tansion. The natural ravalution: the use of nanomaterials in axisting

he o al substance of the bullding has bean exposad

iagtarioration of a bullding in tha past shows us whict buildings and mistonc monumants reprasants a much

and 12lls its story and whan new building elamants ars
about to be inserted - ‘whera it iz appropriate’ to con

sidar naw concepls and approachas 1o construction that

bullding elamants are most durabla and re-usabla; and maore diverse and multi-layerad revalution in the way

ch af them aremost abla to be

sad (n combing wa design bulldings. The dew
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The guastion ig, of course, what does "wheara ap
propriate’ mean and whera exactly does this apply?
Faor this we need to get to the haart of the matter, both
figuratively and literally, by lcoking at the actual building
substance, In order to adequately work with and respect
the essantial qualities of a hatorical building, we first
naad o examing and reabDly sacums the onginagl bu aing
substance, Very often, whare buildings are converted,
rencvated, 1
first undertaken to remove bullgding substance, for

stored or revitalized, ouiding works-ang

example from previous altérations, Tha remaining
structures and building eloments have endured tha
passage of tme and retained thaeir stability, and at the
tima of their construction must have repragentoed the
gtate of the art of construction and building technology
Measured surveys, damage appraisals and sometimes
also archaeclogical investigations document the history
and genesis of the antire bullding ensambie, of its parts
and of the Individual componants that togethar make
up the building. Thesa imvestigations uncover hidden
structures: ritythmic patterns of roof trusses mada of
steel or wood, foundations made of rough-hewn stone

on whch brickwork walls or irregular tmber-frame

Ing maternals with new constructions angd innovative
materials created as a proguct of high-tech processes.
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Modarn housing will be the future's hatitage, Hong Wong ]



and architects will nead to expand thair horizons and

rethink how thay approach the subject of historic bulld

ng consanation. Without ambracing technological
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